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TALL.AHASSEE, Fla.— Lake 
County Sheriff Willis McCall, 
Florida’s; most controversial 
lawman for most of his 28 
years ir; office, was defeated 
by a Republican challenger 
Tuesday. ■ , 

McCall, who had been sus- 
pended Itiy Gov. Reubin Askew, 
trailed former Detroit police- 
man Guy Bliss 11,895 to 13,877 
votes in complete but unoffi- 
cial retuims. 


Faces Further Inquiry 


McCall symbolized an al- 
most legendary terror to 
blacks in the rural, citrus- 
growing county near' Orlando. 
Most sources attribute his de- 
feat to the effects of his in- 
dictment and suspension at 
Askew’s hands. 

McCall was acquitted in Au- 
gust of a second-degree mur- 
der charge brought by Askew 
over the death of a black pris- 
oner in McCall’s jail, and out- 
polled three other Democrats 
for renomiriation in the Sep- 


tember primary election. He 
remained under suspension, 
however, as Askew called 
for an investigation of other 
charges against him. 

Bliss, meanwhile, waged a ‘ 
vigorous campaign in which 
he called McCall “the Archie 
Bunker of Lake County poh- : 
tics’’ and “a 17th-century char- 
acter.’’ 

Had McCall won, it would 
have taken a new suspension 
order for Askew to keep hinii 
from resuming office in Janu- 
ary. A sharp debate in the* 
state Senate, which reviews 
suspensions, would have fol- 
lowed, and there was a ques- 
tion as to whether Askew le- 
gally could oust McCall from 
a new term for charges dating 
from an old one. 


McCall’s problems are not 
over with his defeat. Askew ■ 
said today the investigation, in ; 
which the Civil Rights Divi- 
sion of the U.S. Department of ' 
Justice reportedly is cooperat- 
ing, will continue. 


Among the charges is the 'al-; 
leged Violation of the civil 
rights of a mentally retatded 
youth who was confined 14' 
years in a mental hospital af- 
ter confessing to rape, and re- 
ports that McCall illegally car- ■ 
ried a gun, while under sus- 
pension, during his murder 
trial. ' 



